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The committee to whom was referred sundry petitions from the citizens of this State, playing the passage of an
act requiring the voters at the next General Election in this State, (or at a special election, if in their judgment it
is more expedient, ) to decide by ballot whether the present License Law granting privilege to traffic in
intoxicating liquors shall continue to exist. The subject being one of great interest, not only in a moral, but also
in a pecuniary point. Your committee have investigated the subject in all its aspects, and have concluded that
the honor and welfare of this community, demands that an expression should be had from the people, in
relation to this momentous subject. They have not as will appear in the subsequent part of this report,
depended entirely upon their own opinions and views, but have obtained information from sources to be relied
upon, which enables them to place the subject properly before this Legislature. Intemperance is a moral evil, its
serious and awful effects have been seen and acknowledged from the days of righteous Noah, down to the
present time. This will be clearly demonstrated when we refer to ancient and modern history, for example let us
look at the effects of this vice upon a few prominent men that have lived at different periods in the world. There
was Nabal and Elah, Belshazzar and Benhadad; Anacreon, the Jonic Lyrist, Dyonisous, the Tyrant of Syracus,
Alexander the Great, Marius the Roman Consul, and Jovian, the last of the Emperors. Modern times also
evidence the destruction of men, pre-eminently...
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