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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: .a general moral theory. The epistemological method is the
same. Ideas are in each case instruments which reveal external things, and not mixed modes arbitrarily
created. But while the moral rules in the Treatises were propositions which did not happen to depend on the
idea of God as one of their elements, yet Locke maintained in the Essay that no general ethical theory could be
stated unless the idea of God were included as the most important constituent. Consequently it might be
inferred that though some rules, as those in the Treatises, were attainable without a consideration of God, most
moral rules would be more closely connected with religion and the nature of God. 31 Of Government, 67. 32
Civil Government, 4. Also cf. 87, 95. 33 Idem, 25. 34 Idem, 135. 35 Idem, 25 ff. 86 Idem, 14. Works, Vol. VII, p. 133.
Essay, IV, 10, . Cf. also Works, Vol. VII, p. 161. Locke sometimes used the religious sanction for morality in a way
which, as will be shown in the next chapter, involved a break with his rationalistic ethics; that is, he made moral
rules follow from God s arbitrary commands with rewards and punishments attached thereto. But there was no
need for departing from the rationalistic position just because the idea of God was introduced. And he often
utilized the idea of God, as he used the ideas of man, labor, equality, etc., simply as part of the material upon...
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