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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: . French Minister of Public Instruction. The paragraph in question, almost
verbatim as it appeared in the Chronique of 13th January, 1883, was printed in the non-official portion of the
Journal Offidel of the 9th of August, 1876, which lies before us as we write, where it is introduced by a statement
that the figures are taken from the Dbats. We have accordingly been at the trouble of looking up the Journal
des Ddbats, and in its issue for the 6th of August, 1876 (p. 3z, b), Such as Couw de Cassation for Cour de
Cassation, Musee d Histoire Nature/ (lie), Hospital Laribornere for Lariboisi rc, kc. kc. under the same heading of
Faits Divers, we find the same paragraph. In neither case is there any mention of a minister or ministry of any
sort, or the least intimation that the figures are drawn from official sources, but merely a general intimation,
which may mean anything, and here means rather less than anything, that les chiffres sont d une exactitude
aussi precise que possible. So much for the later history of this paragraph, for we are far from believing that we
have traced it to its origin. The inclusion of the libraries of the Avocats, and especially of the Louvre, is sufficient
to indicate that it is older than the war of 1870-71, for it is matter of common knowledge that these libraries
were burnt in 1871 during the Commune. We invite the editor of the...
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