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importance of distant events for Australia's interests in an era
of globalization. Globalization does not only provide positive
effects, in fact, global terrorism, a growing shortage of energy
resources, and a higher economic vulnerability to foreign
developments are also effects of globalization. The Middle East
will remain a key region in the next decades for either of the
mentioned negative effects and therefore, Australia's strategic
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secure sea and air lanes as sinews of peace and prosperity; and
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