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Monroe Doctrine That effect it probably had an agency in producing; and, if so, it has performed its office. The
President had no power to bind the Nation by such a pledge. Polk in 1845 and 1848. When Polk uttered these
words he was a member of Congress from Tennessee. But when our country was next called on to apply the
doctrine Polk was President of the United States and had been elected by a party whose cry was Give us Texas
or divide the spoons! The whole of Oregon or none; fifty-four, forty, or fight! and saw before him a war with
Mexico and serious trouble with England. In 1826 the Monroe doctrine, he thought, had been designed to
produce an effect on the councils of the Holy Alliance and had performed its office. Now he found it had still an
office to perform, gave his cordial concurrence in its wisdom and sound policy, and sent this message to
Congress: It is well known to the American people and to all nations that this Government has never interfered
with the relations subsisting between other Governments. We have never made ourselves parties to their wars
or their alliances; we have not sought their territories by conquest; we have not mingled with parties in their
domestic struggles; and, believing our own form of government to be the best, we have never attempted to
propagate it by intrigues, by diplomacy, or by force. We may claim on this continent a like exemption from
European interference. The nations of America are equally sovereign and independent with those of Europe.
They possess...
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